
Report on meeting with BC Ferries, MOTI and TIRRA on June 14, 2016 
The discussion centred on the issue of safety at the Thetis Island ferry 

terminal. The line-up for this terminal is located on a narrow through road, 
which is the busiest section of road on Thetis Island. There is a mixture of 

traffic joining the line-up, vehicles dropping off/picking up foot passengers, 
and regular island traffic creating safety issues of non-adherence to speed 
limits, non-compliance with “yield to ferry traffic” signs, inappropriate 

stopping/ waiting/parking locations and poor sight lines. 
Numerous ideas were discussed and a visit to the terminal resulted in 

agreement on the following action. 
In order to implement traffic safety improvements in the short term, Andy 
Newall will arrange for installation of new enhanced advisory speed limit and 

“yield to ferry traffic” signs being relocated as necessary to avoid line-up and 
parking traffic blocking them. 
A longer term solution will be initiated by Andy Newall who assess the 
possibility of having MOTI signage and traffic lights that flash red in both 
directions on Foster Point Rd and amber to exiting ferry traffic when the 

ramp barrier is open. The objective is to have Foster Point Rd traffic stop and 
give priority to exiting ferry traffic before proceeding, and for exiting ferry 

traffic to use caution but keep moving to speed the offloading of the ferry. To 
be effective, ideally this light should only operate when the ferry is 

offloading, but for simplicity of having the ramp barrier trigger it, there is no 
harm in its operation during loading. 
Andy Newall will arrange for a cross-hatched clear zone to be painted on the 

road with appropriate signs to create a gap in the line-up roughly from the 
corner of the Information shelter to the base of the former telephone booth. 

This gap will greatly enhance the sight lines to the left for exiting ferry traffic 
checking for oncoming traffic on Foster Point Rd. The MOTI engineers will 
determine the extent of the cross hatched area (within the holding lane or a 

larger area). 
Ernie Hunter and TIRRA will check the location of property lines and attempt 

arrange for clearance of the shrubbery and possibly the big fir tree (in 
consultation with the property owner) on the corner to the right of exiting 
ferry traffic to enhance sight lines in that direction. 
Dave Carroll will coordinate with Andy Newall on accomplishing the above. 
Cost sharing will be coordinated for the cross-hatched areas with appropriate 

signage. Cost sharing for the red and amber flashing lights and traffic light 
pole(s) will be evaluated following the MOTI Engineering assessment of  
the intersection. 
Submitted by: Graeme Shelford 

Map as distributed at meeting in electronic form – go to  

www.thetisisland.net/tica-tirra/tirra reports/Map of ferry terminal.pdf 
 

www.thetisisland.net/tica-tirra/tirra%20reports/Map%20of%20ferry%20terminal.pdf

